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PSALM CXLVIL 1 
Lord taketh pleaſure in them that fear him, 
- in thoſe that hope in his Fo OY 


IH E Dignity and Privilege of the Righteous, that 

gare God's Favourites, here appears Bright and 
BY Bleſſed, very Bleſſed, very Bright, and to an 
Hue of Faith, the Luſtre of it far exceeds even 

of Crowns and Coronets; tho? their Honour like 
ir Life is hidden, and therefore the World knows them Col. 3. 3. 
What can ſpeak them more Great, what more 1 John 3. 
; 42 this, that the God of Heaven takes pleaſure *+ 
What God ſhould be ar peace with any of the Children 
ien (that degenerate, guilty, and obnoxious Race) 
more than we could have expected, conſidering his 
Ice and Holineſs ; but that he ſhould rake pleaſure in 
Pu, ſhould Jer them apart for him/elf, gather them in Pl. 4. 3. 
An, carry them in his Boſom, value them as his pe- 112.49. 1 1. 
Wo Treaſure, and make them up as his Jewels; this is Mal. 3.17. 
it which Eternity it ſelf will be little enough and 
rt enough to be ſpent in the thankful admiration of. 
rd, what is Man that thou ſhouldft thus magnify him, 
hey heart upon him! 1 0 
| takes pleaſure in his Saints, that is, in his own | 
Pie upon them: He rejoiceth in the Work of his own pf. 104.31 

ud. Not that God is capable of receiving any Ad- © 
lion to the infinite Complacency he takes in himſclf, 

in his own Perfections, from any Creature; but 
. A 22 85 thus 


in theſe; both for their Entertainment, they divert i; 
Service, they make uſe of Horſe Guards and 

Guards, bring into the Field Squadrons of Horſe 
| Battalions of Foot, and review their. Troops wi 


he takes pleaſure in them that fear him : He delightiull 
hold the Righteous, delights to converſe. with 


_ diſtinguiſh'd from a Hope in his Mercy, I chuſe til 


Dread of / i ok 
Fear and Hope are Paſſions of the Mind ſo conti 


upon a duc Temperament of the Humours, ſuch a5 
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thus he is pleas'd to expreſs the Favour he bear; yen the © 
Choſen, He.delights not in the Strength of a Hotte ſin theſe 
tis ia id in the faregoing Verſe) he taketh not pleafunfihur of G 
the Legs of a Man. Princes and Great Men take dei war 
| jd md 

ſelves with Horſe Races and Foot Races; and for Hung! 


great deal of Satisfaction. But doth God do ſo? 


vites them into Fellowſhip with himſelf, and with oh and 
his Secret is. He delights to imploy them, and uf Il. As 


them the Inſtruments of his Glory; and herein hen anc 
7, Difles himſelf, that he hath pleaſure in the Profpeny II. 
JJJͥͤ ĩ e oo SS 1 


But the Character here given of God's Favouriu 


that for the ſake of which I choſe this Text, and wiſſrive to 
I ſhall ſpexk more largely to. They are ſuch as 
Fear God, and hope in his Mercy. The Fear of 6 


know is often put for all Religion; but it being hettom an 


to underſtand it in a more limited Senſe, as (ighihFl 


the one to the other, that with regard to the ſameMin' 
ject, it is ſtrange they ſhould meet in the ſame laud 
Character; yet here we ſee they do fo : and it . 
Praiſe of the ſame Perſons, that they both fear God, 
„ „ 
From hence we may gather this Doctrine, 
That in every Cuncern that lies upon our Hafi once 
' ſhould till endeavour to keep the Balance even, ben 


Hope and Fear. VV 
We know how much the Health of the Body deꝶ 


ſerves any oe from being predominant above the Mi 
and how much the Safety and Peace of the 1Vatint 
ſults from a due Balance of Trade and Power, thai mg 0 
one grow 700 great for its Neighbours : and fo neceh 
is it to the Health and Welfare of our Souls, that 


be a due Proportion maintain'd between their Po 
and Paſſions, and that the one may always be 20 Rant 
; 3 . | | | | i 15 
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uon the other, to keep it from running into Extremes; 
te In theſe Affections mention'd in the Text. A Holy 
Er of God muſt be a Check upon our Hope, to keep 
dein from ſwelling into Preſumption; and a pious Hope in 
Mod maſt be a Check upon our Fear, to keep that from 
r ting into Deſpondency and Deſp air. 
mis Balance muſt, I fay, by a wile and ſteddy Hand 
& kept even n every Concern that lies upon our Hearts, 
ü that we have Thoughts about, I ſhall inſtance in 
oe that are of greateſt importance. . 
We maſt keep up both Hope and Fear, N 
L As to the Concerns of our Souls, and our ſpiritual 
%% 
u II. As to our outward Concerns, relating to the Body, 
ind the Lt h mm onion nf 
en III. As to the publick Concerns of the Church of God, 
and our own Land and Nation. 
In reference to each of theſe we muſt alwavs ſtudy and 
we to ſapport that Affection, whether it be Hope or 
Wer, which the preſent Temper of our Minds and Cir- 
Sunftances of our Caſe make neceſſary, to preſerve us 
EF mT Io 
fu For the Firft: Nothing certainly doth ſo much con- 


* Feerity of our Souls, and their Happineſs in the Favour 
f God, and their Fitneſs to ſerve him here, and en 
im ſor ever. This certainly ought to be the chief and 
Wontinual Care of every Man in this Life, to approve 
ry} to an Eternal God above him, and to prepare 
injelf for an everlaſting State before him. This is the 
oncern of the Better Part, and is of all other the molt 
meighty Concern, Now for the due managing of this 
oncern, tis requiſite that we rake our Work before us, 
ud give each part of it its Place and due Proportion, ſo 
s that one devout Affection may not intrench upon and 
lepWoltle out another. As the Beauty of God's Being con- 
Wiſts in the Harmony of his Attributes, ſo the Beauty of his 
Image on our Souls conſiſts in the Harmony of our Gra- 
Deen and the Concurrence of them all to the maintain- 
ing of our due Subjection to God, and due. Government of 
cell 2 nn Ts 
ti In Eternity there is neither Hope nor Fear; in Hea- 
Pore ven they are both loſt in an endleſs Fruition. Glorified 


00 Leints, as they are for ever quiet from the Fear of Evil, 
Ih We . 55 15 3 N 9 


and 


nus, and ought to lie ſo near our Hearts, as the Pro- 
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and out of the reach of it, ſo they have nothing ma Adoptio 


24. hope for? In Hell they are buth loſt in an endleſs D. . 
They have nothing to fear there where they kn) 
wo: ft, and muſt feel to Eternity what they woull 

fear; nor haye they any thing to hope for, when the 
of Mercy is nut againft them, and a great Gulf fru 
tween them and all lefl:dnels, never to be remg 


But in our preſent State there is and muſt be a Min . 

both of Hope and Fear, and we muſt keep up our ( wt 

munion with God, and ds our Duty to him by th 1 
ſonable Exerciſes of both; and thus we muſt ſing ., xs 
Pl. 101. 1. of Mercy aud Teen, and ſing unto God of both, ao We 
1. We muſt keep up both 4 holy Dread of Gol, 1 

a humble Delight in him; both a Reverence of hil ed. 

jeſty, with a Fear of incurring, his Diſpleaſnre, and 1 reid 


the ſame time a Joy in his Love and Grace, and a 
tire Complicency in his Beauty and Bounty, and tf 
Benienity of his which is better than Life. 1 

Our Affections towards God muſt correſpoud with 
Diſcoveries he has made of himſelf to us. As he 
proclaimid his Name for our Inſtruction, ſo wen 
proclaim it to his Praiſe. Now in God there is 
every thing that's aweful, and every thing that's 
able; and in his Manifeſtations of himſelf he ſewſhj .. 
have taken a delight in putting theſe together, and ift ve 

0 ting the one over-againſt the other. When he mnnatie 
Pl. 68. 4,5. himſelf known in his Greatneſs, 4s riding en the N nav 
1 vens by his Name JA H, he adds in the next word cken: 


ſuge t. 


What 


dy loc 
aved. 


4 


„„ | Inſtance of his Goodnels, that | he iS 4 Father of tht! 
IIa. 57. 15. therlcfs, and a Judge for the Widows. Is he the high Arrors 

| —66. 1,2. % one that inhabits Eternity, and dwells in the ih, au, 
Place? Yet we muit know that with this Man bei on 
dell, to this Man he will look, that is of a contritt Mer G 

5 humble Spirit. And on the other hand, when he Wege 
Exod, 34. us how gracious he is in forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgriſiince t 
6,7. and Sin, he tells us preſently how juſt he is alſo, thulh;, 5;, 
will by nu means clear the impenitently guilty. bes 

Thus therefore muſt we 155 an eye to him, botlg 1 

he is infinitely Great, and greatly to be feared, and ul ercy. 

ED is inftnicely good, and greatly to be loved. And) 3. U 
x John 3. Love on this lide that which is perfect muſt caſt auf cur 
18. Fear; ſo no Fear of thoſe that have received the Sp 
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Adoption muſt damp the Delight which as Children 
uh muſt have in our Father. We muſt both fear God's 
ne, and love it; both fear the Commandment, and . 
eit. We moſt delight our ſelves always in the Lord, PL / . 
* yet we mult make him our Fear and our Dread, and Iſa. 8. 13. 
a the Fear of him every day, and all the day long. | 
I the Duties of Religious Worſhip we muſt know our 

* Warce, and in conſideration of that we muſt ſerve him 

le reverence and Goaly Fear, becauſe God, even our Heb, 12: 
1 tho he be a rejoicing Light to thoſe who ſerve him 28. 
A blully, yet he is a conſuming Fire to thoſe that trifle 

"vB him: but we muſt alſo know our Privilege, and 
ie near to him in full aſſurance of Faith, and muſt Heb. 10. 
ge the Lord with Gladneſs, 2 

r 2. We muſt keep up both a trembling for Sin, and a 

"1 Bunphing in Chrift, as the Propitiation for Sin. We muſt. 
NS:fraid of the Curſe, and the Terrors of that, and yet 
an iſt rejoice in the Covenant, and the Riches and Gra- 

y of that: With one Eye we muſt look at the Fery 
jents, and fee what Danger we are in by our having 
n ſtung by them; but with the other Eye we muſ 


ty, up to the Brazer Serpent lifted up on the Pole, and John 3. 
h what a fair way we are in of being help'd and heal- 14. 
: ning to it. Lookunto me (faith Chriſt) and be 
we muſt not ſo look upon the Comforts of the Go- 
|, as to forget the Condemnation of the Law, and 

t we are guilty before God, and liable to that Con- 

nation; which we mult be ever mindful of, that 

may daily reflect with regret upon Sin, and may be 
bel Icken'd to flee from the Wrath to come, and to flee for 
„eee the Hope ſet before us, and that knowing the 
Frrors of the Lord, we may de perſwaded to ſtaud in 
en and not ſm. And yet we muſt not fo look upon 

*"Þ Condemnation of the Law, as to forget that we are 
ler Grace, and not under the Lam; and that we have Rom. 6. 
„edeemer to rejoice in, and with an intire Confi- 14. 
reſ Nee to rely upon, who dy'd to ſave his People from 
ir Sins, We mult look upon Sin, and be humbled, 
os. de afraid of God's Wrath; but at the ſame time we 
] as] Þ 12 upon Chrift, and be ſatisfied, and hope in his 
. We muſt keep up both 4 Jealouſy of our ſelves, and 
dur own Sincerity, and a grateful thankful Senſe of 

V, Grace in u, and the Workings of that Grace. It 
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Jer. 17. 9. is true the Heart of Man is deceitful above all thin 

1 9 in nothing more fo than in its Judgment of it ſelf . 

Wo are all apt to be partial in our own Favours, tolff mg 

Kev. 3. 17. are rich and increaſed with Goods, when we do ny 728 8 

or will not own that we are wretched and ni 3 

We have therefore reaſon to fear leſt we ſhould 23S 

taken, leſt our Graces ſhauld prove counterfeit; y 5 4 9 

ſhould be rejected as Hypocrites at laſt. And . 

thoſe who live a carnal, worldly, ſenſual Lie“ * 

the Diſguiſe of a Religious Profeſſion, were au 7 

to ſee their Miſtake before the Flames of Hell u Piri 


them! O that Fearfulneſs might ſurprize thole Aces of 
zinly r 


deed are Hypocrites, and that the Sinners in Zion 
afraid; and that their vain Hopes, which are bil by Fa 
ſhall ſe 
walks 


on the Sand, might be talen down before they aret 
T travel 


igbty to 
e ha' 
ning t 
whe! 
be laid 
ff to © 
ur Go 
ut fe⸗ 
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ns 2 5 &hh 8 %% ES | 
Ila. 50. 1o. But let not thoſe who fear the Lord, and obey th 
f his Servant, walk in Darkneſs, but truft in the 
of the Lord, and ftay themſelves upon their God. It 
thoſe who through Grace are brought to prefer ti 
vour of God before the Smiles of the World, at 
more in care about the things that relate to the 800 
Eternity, than about thoſe that have reference ol 
the Body and Time, let not their godly Fealou) 
themſelves run into an extreme, Let them not be 
all Occaſions arraigning their Evidences, and que 
ing, Ii the Lord among us, or is he not? Hearkt 
this, you that rremble at God's Word, and are ft 
IIa. 5 1. f 3. continually every Day, How can you ſay you d 
Iove God, when you cannot but ſay that you wol 
for all the World wilfully offend him, and that th 
nothing you deſire ſo mach as to be in his Favolt, 
in Communion with him? And therefore thoÞſies to 
have no reaſon to truſt in your own Merit, yat ſti 
hape a great deal of reaſon to hope in that Mercy oi 14 
| Mat, 26. Which accepts the Willingneſs of the Spirit, and ovelſ 
- 40: the ys of the Fleſh. Why ſhould you wrong 
ſelves by bearing fa ſe Witneſs againſt your ſelviſſe 
Prov. 13. they do that make themſelves poor, and yet haut 
7. Ric hes. And why ſhould you wrong God, by 
him of the Honour of what he has wrought for od 
'Tis true we muſt not be proud of our Graces, WF: 
muſt be thankful for them; we muſt not pretel 
j uſtiſy our ſel ves to the Covenant of Innocency, tor Wi f 
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imocent, yet we muſt not therefore reje& the Ad- | 
Iuges of the Covenant of Grace, nor put from us the 
orte that flow from thence. „ 

We muſt keep up both a conſtant Caution over our 
, and a tonftant Confidence in the Grace of God. 
en we conſider how weak we are, how apt to ſtumble 
De Way, and wander out of it, apt to tire, and apt 
urn fide, we ſhall fee cauſe enough to walk humbly 
"Sh God, And yet when we conſider how the Promi- 
"Sd Divine Aids are adapted to our Caſe in all the Exi- 
es of it, how rich, how ſure they are, and how 
iinly made good to all thoſe who depend upon them, 
Iby Faith derive Strength and Wiſdom from them, 
ſhall ſee cauſe enough to walk boldly with God. le 
walks uprightly, walks with a good aſſurance, and Prov. tag 
travel in the greatneſs of the Strength of him who 9. 
— ru oO oo Eo. 
We have need to ſtand always upon our guard, as 
Wing that our Way lies through an Enemy's Coun- 
IS where we have reaſon to expect that Ambuſpes 
oy be laid for ns, and all the Stratagems of War made 
ff to do us a Miſchief : We have need to look wells 
ur Goings, and never ſo much as to feed our ſelves Jude 13. 
out fear, leſt our Table ſhould become 4 Snare; nor Pſa), 69, 
abroad without trembling, leſt under the green 22. 
W there ſhould be a Snake; leſt for want of Watch- 

ſs we ſhould be farprix d by a ſudden Temptation, 
mnt of Reſolution we ſhould be overpower'd by a 
ont Temptation. Happy is the Man who thus fear- Prov. 28. 

W72y5, as ſeeing himſelf never out of the reach, no 14. 

ever out of the way of Satan's Temptations, till he 

JJ Rr w 
ut till in the midſt of this Fear we muſt hope in 
Aercy, that he will take our part againſt our ſpi- 
Enemies, will watch over us for good, will pre- 
aur Souls from Sin, from every evil Work, the only 
that can do them any real Damage. What Chriſt 
io St. Paul, when he was buffered by a Meſſenger of 
. he hath ſaid to all who like him fly to the Mercy | 
0d, and continue inſtant in Prayer: My Grace is 2 Cor. 122 
ent for thee, tho thou haſt no Strength of thy own 9. 
is ſo. Infinite Wiſdom knows what Grace thy Caſe 
for, and thou ſhalt have enough to ſecure the Life . 

Happineſs of thy Soul, rom every thing that _ 285 0 
| | » e . a | | 


d 


N. 
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at its Death and Ruin. Be ftrozg therefore in th. 
and in the Power of his Might : Goo forth and go. 
his Name, as David againſt Goliah, and be aſſur( 
the God of Peace, the God of your Peace, will in 
to that be the God of your Victory; he will tread 
rider your Feet, will do it ſhortly, will do it effech 
that he may be to Eternity the God of your Trium 
5. We muſt keep vp both a Holy Fear left w 
hort, and a good Hope that through Grace we fhdl 
_ vere. If we rightly underſtand our ſelves, wet! 
but be often looking forward, and conſidering whit 
be our laſt End, what will be our future State, 
what will it be? will End be Peace? will ow 
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Condition be a happy one? 4 
Truly when we look upon the Brightneſs of theC 
ſet before us, and our own /Meanneſs and Unmon 
when we look upon the many Diſſiculties that lie 
way, and'our own Weakneſs, and utter Inability tu 
_ through them, we may juſtly be afraid, left ſomt 
or other we be guilty of a fatal Miſcarriage, and} 
at laſt, And ſuch a Fear as this is recommended 
as a Means to keep us from Apoſtalv, that we mi 
really come ſhort, as the unbelieving Iſraelites ( 
Heb, 4. 1. Canaan: Let us fear left a Promiſe being leſt us of t 
©  anto his Reſt, any of us ſhould {cc:1: to come ſhort, | 
do any thing that , like, or tends tom 
drawing back to Egypt again. We have no real 
de ſecure, many that thought they ſtood; ſtood a 
ijtooch as firm as we, yet have fallen, have fallen 
11Cor. 10. 36d irrecoverably. Jet us therefore who t hint ut 
12 take hecd leit we fall, and with a holy Fear and In 
Phil. 2. 12. let us be continually working out our Salvation, M 
tlibus non dormientibus ſuccurrit crx. 
Vlxet let not this Fear degenerate into Amato 
take off our Chariot Wheels, or make us drive It 


While we fear leſt God ſhould leave ns to our felt 
put us into the hand of our own Counſels, as | 
might, and then we are undone; let us hope in li 

c, that having begun a good Work in us he will pen 
It it be the Work of his own hands he will noth 


| Hors and Frar balanc'd. T1 
he that has promiſed, who will perform his Promiſe, 

4 perfect his Call. To him therefore let us commit 
; diere of our Souls in welbdoing, the greateſt 
x at to the beit Truſtee, and then let it be our Con- 
: Wt that we Lom whom we have trufted, even one who 3s 2 Tim. r. 
i; to keep what we have committed to him againſt that 12. 
when it ſhall be call'd for 
u has you ſee how in the great Concerns of our Souls 
„Reis Occaſion both for Hope and Fear, and each have 
rr Work to do, ſo as that the two Extremes of Pre- 
eden and Deſpair, thoſe dangerous Rocks, ma) be 
u ed. This is the leveling Work by which the Way = 
e L Lord is to be prepar'd: By a good Hope every Ila. 40. 
all be exalted, and by a Holy Fear every Moun- 3» 4 
and Hill ſpall be brought low : And thus the Slory of 
Lord being reveal d, all Fleſh ſhall ſee it together. 
or the ſecond. The Balance muſt likewiſe be kept 
Ia between Hope and Fear as to our temporal Concerns, 
but which we cannot be wholly zconcern'd. Many 
Wes we have upon our Hearts about our Life, Health, 
k and Safety; about our Callings and Eſtates, and 
EF Proſperity of them; our Reputation and Intereſt 
Ing Men; our Relations and Families, and our 
Iufort in them: All theſe we hold berwecr Flope and 
and muſt take heed, that when things look never 
ef, we be not rock'd lee in Security; and when 
bock never ſo Frightful, we do not faint away in 
Fit, When the World ſmiles upon vs, and our Affairs 
lt proſper, yet then we mult keep up a 0% Fear, 
not be too confident in our pleaſing Proſpects; not 
er our ſelves with Lopes of the great Advancement 
long Continuance of our Peace and Proſperity ; but 
ance the Hopes which Senſe ſuggeſts, with the Fears 
Ich Reaſon and Religion will ſuggeſt. When our 
ies are in Health, and we are in our full Strength, 


Colyt Breafts full of Milk, and the Bones moiften'd with Job 21. 
T Wah when our Relations are all agreeable, and 25. 
: | Das We could wiſh , when our Affairs are in a good 


Ne, the Trade growing, the Credit firm, and every 

Fs running in our Favour yet even then we mult 

hi God, and the Turns of his Providence againſt us, 
Pembring that in ſuch he rakes pleaſure, 55 


12 


very near, and at the door. But to prevent the 
rity we are in danger of falling into at ſuch a time, 


Jer. 18. 
4 C. 


Job 34.33 


no Man. 


Job 1. 21. 


ever we loſe, it is God that rakes it away, and wi 
is gone, we muſt ſay, Bleſſed be the Name of tht 
who ina way of Sovereignty takes from us that 


| Tenants at Will of all our Enjoy ments, even of 
ſelf, and may be turn d ont at lels than an hour's 
Ing, for our Times are in God's hands, not in our o 


of the Divine Providence, and its Diſpoſals of us au 


to be form'd, unform'd, new form'd, as he pla 

That which ſeem'd deſign'd for a Yeſſel of Hom 

Either mar'd, or with one Turn of the Wheel n 
_ deſpiſed Veſſel, in which there is no pleaſure : And 
we ſay, dare we ſay, Why haſt thou made me thus! 


Lord, who in a way of Sovereignty gave that 


now is, but we muſt take heed of miſunderſſi 


Hop and FRAR balanc d. 


Let us not ſay at ſuch a time, as David (aid u lptomis 

Pl. 30. 6. Proſperity, we fhall never he moved, our Mountain lt it is 1 
o firong that nothing can ſtir it, nothing ihake a Veit int 
ok Health ſo confirm'd, a Reputation ſo eſtabliſo d; offgromis 
Job 29. Job ſaid in his Proſperity, I Hall die in my Ne, (ll do t 
x8 multiply my Days as the Sand; or as Babylon nWAfiift 
Ila. 47. 7+height of her Grandeur, I Hall be 4 Lady for iin for a 
| Rev.18.7. /it as 4 Queen, and ſpall ſee no Sorrow. Let us ] for th 
pPromiſe our ſelves, that becauſe this Day ſmileys. Let 
IIa. 56.12, us, to norrom muſt needs be 4s this Day, and much ſidia 
aubundant; ſince we know not what all be on the miſe very 
nor what one Day may bring forth. Let us not juſſhour o 

evil Day far from us, which for ought we know mp Cont 


1. Let us keep up an aweful Regard to the Soveni 
We are in its Hands, as Clay is in the Hand of the] 


lake th 
raven. 
Wn thing 
ad we 
The! 
we h 
ith th 
criptu 
VUnr- 
hat de 
ot wh 
or laſt 
od ha 
dat no 
o that 
tis own 
he uſt, 
Ore 
harp 
re Un 
wſe « 


not God do what he will with his own Creature! 
ſhall he not fulfil his own Counſel, whether we; 
or whether we chuſe ? tor we are ſure he is Debi 


Whatever we have 'twas God that gave it us 
we ſaid when we had it, Bleſſed be the Name | 


which he deny'd to others more deſerving ;, and! 
he had given us, and'doth us no wrong; for wen 


N is true Godlineſs has the Promiſe of the Lift 


thoſe Promiſes which relate to temporal goodti 


which are all made with this implicit Proviſo, a Dil 


is for God's Glory and our Good, and farther if wilt 


rither God or our ſelves, we will not deſire thi What 
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d afloromis'd, that it Hall be well with them that fear God; 
mit it is not promis d that they ſhall be always rich and 
4 Wat in the World, always in Health and at eaſe. It 
; offgromis'd, that no Evil ſhall befall them, nothing that 
n do them any real Hurt; but it is not promis d that 
n Aict ion ſhall befall them : For there may be need, 
eat for a Seaſon they ſhould be in Heavineſs, and it ſhall 
for their Advantage. N 
lens. Let us keep up a full Conviction of the Vanity of this 
uch rld, and the Uncertainty 1 our Injoyments in it. We 
uunne very apt Scholars, 1 


 Contentments here below that are /afting, but they 


at is moft dear. They are as Flowers which will ſoon 


our Hands, and laid in our Boſoms. The things we 


raven. And ſhall we then ſet our Eyes and Hearts up- 
Wn things that are not, the Faſhion of which paſſeth away, 
E 5 


nth them, they are to us good for nothing: But the 


f Unrighteouſneſs, becauſe they put a Cheat upon thoſe 


ut not what we fooliſhly 1 our ſelves from them, 
that if we are deceiv'd, 6 

Wie ing, much more in the abuſing. Let thoſe there- 
ere who are rich in this World receive the Apoſile's 


we have not learn'd, even 
puſſy our own Experience and Obſervation, that there are 


le, and the ſooner for being much ſmell d to; as Snow ma 
hich will ſoon melt, and the ſooner for way. nom up 
t 


The things we are ſo fond of, we call good things, tho 
we have not Grace to uſe them well, and to do good 
cripture calls them deceitful Riches, and the Mammon 
What depend upon them, and truſt in them; they are 
Wot what they ſeem, perform not what they promiſe, 
Wor laſt ſo long as one would think they ſhould. What 
0d has graciouſly promis d us in them they do perform, 


we may thank our ſelves ; 


12 


e all dying things, and that often proves leaft ſafe, 


apte ſo much upon make themſelves Wings (tho we Prov. 3 
ould not by our own Improvidence and Prodigality 3. 
Shake them Wings) and flee away as an Eagle towards 


tis our own fault for truſting to them. They 72 in Col. z. 22: 
8 2 


harge, not to truſt in uncertain Riches, becauſe they 


ure uncertain; nor to lay up their Treaſure in them, be- 


bo Dileaſes, fer Moth and Ruſt corrupt them; and to 
Vilaſters, for Thieves break through and ſteal them. 


Hue our Eſtates as well as our Bodies are ſubject both 


What aſſurance can we have of, what Confidence 


— — —————— —— — — — — = — — 


14 


tend with? How can we call that our omn, which 


gers like Duſt, eſpecially if we graſp it hard? 


Gen. 32, 


10. 


thy to have them long, and to have them ſecur'd t 
Nay, we have forfeited them all a thouſand time. 
our Abuſe of them, and God might juſtly rake tu 
fręeiture. He that is in debt is continually fear, 
all he has be ſuddenly ſeiz d on: Tis our Caſe: we 


but to be ſtript of all 2 We had been fo long aft 


we have liv'd all our Days upon forfeited Favours, W 
therefore we can have no aſſurance of the Co 
%% m 
us, that what we have, we have got honeſtly, and nd 
Fraud and Oppreſſion, and that we have 2d it ch 
tably, and in ſome meaſure honour'd! God witi 


creaſe it; yet even then we muſt not be ſecure, 
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can we put in thoſe Goods, which may be loſt il 
inſtant by the firing of a Houſe, or the founderiy 
a Ship at Sea, by the unſuſpected Fraud of that 
deal with, or the overpowering Force of thoſe ye 


f ſhou 
> to the 


much in others Hands? or think to hold that faſt, 
even that which is zu our Hand flips through ow 


3. Let us keep up a humble Senſe of our own Uu 
vings and Ill-deſervings. We ſhall fee a great df 
Reaſon not to be confident of the Continuance d 
Creature Comforts, when we conſider that we ar: 
worthy of the leaſt of them, no not of the Crumbs ume 
fall from the Table of common Providence: Andi 
were not worthy to have them, much leſs are wen 


in debt to the Juſtice of God, and what can we en 


God had dealt with us according to our Sins; fo! 


| ſecun 
fe th; 
1, th 
e Pri 
at e 
ouble: 
e he i: 
b ul 


Tho' we have the Teſtimony of our Conſcients 


which is the likelieſt way both to ſecure it, and to 


God hath ſeen that amils in us, which we have not * 
in our ſelves, and there is none that can ſay, 1 Cr 
made my Heart clean, I am pure from Sin. We! are 
all contracted Guilt enough to juſtify God in dep th 
us of all our Comforts in this World, and there fan 


have no reaſon to be confident of the Continuand 


them, but a great deal of Reaſon, whatever we lok; 5 L. 


Keel. 11. 


lay, The Lord is righteous. 

4. Let us Keep up a lively ExpefZation of Troubles 
Changes in this changeable troubleſom World. 115 
we are bid to count upon, and can look for no oth! 
a Wilderneſs. Time and Chance happens to all: N 
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Py 1 the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong, no nor ſo 
ich ch as Bread to the Wiſe, much leſs Riches to Men of 
1. anding, or Favour to Men of Skill: Why then 
on ad we think them ſure to us? Can you and I ima- 


We that the World ſhould be more kind, and more 
ſtant to us, than it has been to thoſe that went before 


W the richeft of all the Men of the EaFt, but the 


educ'd, that they and theirs have wanted neceſſary 
common Calamities of Human Life? we are not 


| we think cur Proſperity more firm than that of 


FR. 


efary for us; the Temper, or rather the Diſtem- 
of our Minds makes them fo, leſt we grow proud 


oubles been emptied from Veſſel to Veſſel; and there- 
e he is ſettled on his Lees, is grown ſecure and ſenſual, 
z unhumbled, and unreform'd, his Taft remains in 


Pon to expect that God will in Love to us exerciſe us 


ue, and what we have done amiſs, may wean us 


ow no Changes. ; 
and of our ſpeedy Removal to another World. Tho- 
Comforts we injoy ſhould not be raken from us, tho 


" os loever they may laſt, they are ours no longer. Do 
not perceive how frail our Nature is? Are we hot 
4 | | | „ 1 


1 ſhould they not happen to us? The Race is not 


Þ You have read the Story of Job, whom the Riſing 


ting Sun left poor to 4 Proverb. You have in your 
time ſeen thoſe that were once worth Thouſands, 


Id: And what Exemption can we pretend to from 


Hers has been? We might as well think that the 
7th ſhould be forſaken for us, and the Rock removed 


ay, Troubles and Changes are good for us, they are 


and his Sent is not changed. We have therefore 
ch Croſſes and Afflictions, that he may mind us what 


Sm this World, and draw out our Thoughts and Af- 
ons towards that World, the Comforts of which 


5. Let us keep up ſerious Thoughts of Death approach- 


15 


er than our Fathers, not better than our Predeceſſors. 


ſecure, and in love with this World. We read oft 
Pe that have no Changes, and therefore they fear not Pl. 55. 19. 
1; that are not in Trouble as other Men, and there- P. 02-484 7 
e Pride compaſſeth them about as a Chain, Moab has Jer.48.1t. 
at eaſe from his Youth, and has not by Changesrand 


vt. | | | 
were never fo ſure they ſhould not; yet we know | 
t how ſoon we may be taten fromthem, and then how 
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in Deaths oft, in Deaths always, in Death even e pro 
midi of Life? Do we not ſee our ſelves, whereen buildi 

are, ſtanding upon the brink of Eternity, and ogy Y 
continually in our hands? And what Good then has mar 
to look for in this World, who are haſtning apf 

Ol it, and can carry nothing away with us? M hen! 

Job 6. 11. or Strength that we ſhould hope? If we wait for auer 

and finer Houſe, than what we now live in upon I)) 

Job 17. before it falls to us, perhaps the Grave may be our H 0 

11,13, 16. and we may make our Bed in the Darkneſs. And i not m 

our Days are paſt, with them our Purpoſes are brokalf for 

even the Thoughts of our Heart; we and our Hoy and 
down together to the Bars of the Pit, when our Repf*'""8 
"7 , Ee 

Death will put a Period to all our Hopes inf? uf 

World, and to all our Injoyments : How looſe then did yc 

» ſhould we t to them, when Life it ſelf hangs ſol ©* t 

Luke 12. He that ſaid, Soul rake thine Eaſe, thou haft Goods d doi 

29, 20. 1 for many Years, eat, drink, and be merry, was bye” 

proved a Fool, that that very Night his Soul was by Dl 2 

requir d of him; and then whoſe ſhall all theſe thigh 9 * 

Which he has provided, and promis'd himſelf ſonſ+ 10 

from? None of his we may be ſure. Let us ther 

be ſo wiſe as to conſider our latter end, and be daily ni 
ful of it, and then we ſhall not be ſuch Fools as tolff 
A pon any thing in this World for a Portion and Hi in 
Heb. 13. neſs; we ſee we have here no continuing City, i tak 
14. therefore ſeek and look for one that is to come. but 
LCLlet me now preſs this Caution upon thoſe wIf;**< 

Hopes are moſt apt to riſe high from this World, h 

in order to the keeping of the Balance even, they 

maintain a holy Fear, and not grow ſecure, 
(..) You that are young, and ſetting out in the i. 
muſt be minded not to expect great things in it; pth 

hope you ſhall do as well as the beſt, but it may . 

otherwiſe, that you may fare in it as ill as the 
You are apt to look at the things of the World thre 
that end of the Perſpective Glaſs that magnifies tl 

and to count upon having every thing to your Mi 

as if there were nothing but Prizes in the World, 

tery, and fo lay a Foundation for the greater Gti i0 
the Diſappointment, when whatever Prizes other.“ 
have, you perhaps may have nothing but Blanksto 

Share, and then 'twill be Folly to curſe your Stall 


eco? 
crc 
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en Are profanely ſpzak) but Juſtice to reproach your ſelves 

building ſo high on a Sandy Foundation, and promi- 

your ſelves Satisfaction of Spirit in that which you 

re many a time told had nothing in it but Vanity and 

tion of Spirit. Think not too well of your ſelves, 

then you are apt to prognoſticate nothing but Good 

F your {e'ves ; but lay your ſelves low, and then you 

lay your Expectations low. 1 

. Wo that are rich, and have abundance of the World, = 

not make that abundance your ftrong City, and a high Prov. 18. 
ll, for it is not ſo really, but only in your own Con- II. | 

and you may ſoon find it as a bowing Wall, and a 

ering Fence ; a broken Reed which will not only 

under you, but will run into your Hand and pierce it. 

pup ſuch a Fear of God and his Providence, as may 

did you ever to ſay unto the Gold, Thou art my Hope ; 

to the ine Gold, Thou art my Confidence ; for if the Job 31. 
do not help you, much more if he turn to be your 24. 

my, and fight againſt you, whence can the World 


y you, out of the Barn-floor, or out of the Wine-preſs, 2 Kings 
the Farms, or out of the Merchandiſe? 6. 27. 
. You that are chearful and gay, and caſt away Care, 
We walk in the way of your Heart, and in the Sight of 
Hes, and with-hold not your ſelves from any Joy, 
Wile Fear of God be a Check to your Mirth, and re- 
in it from growing into an Exceſs, You may per- 
take care that in Laughter your Hearts ſhall not be Prov. 14. 
but the End of this Mirth may be Heavineſs before 1. 
Hare aware, when you 7ejo:ce in hope of the Glory of 

h that Hope will not make you aſhamed, but when 
L rejoice in Hope of the Wealth and Pomp, and Plea- 
Ol this World, you have om reaſon to be ah] d 


t you place your Happinels in ſuch things, and will at 

it; pth be 4/am'd that you look'd for ſo much from 

yy pls You are but girding on the Harneſs, and there- 1 Kings 
he of boaſt not, as tho you had put it off : Be not high- 20. 11. 
thre ed, but fear „and look for that every day, which 


come any Day, 1 | N 
Pecondiy, When the World fromns upon us, and we 
d c, and diſappointed, and perplex'd in our Af— 
et then we muſt keep up a good Hope, and not 
inordinately caſt down, no not in our melancholy Pro- 
Sto about our Health, our Safety, our Name, our 
i oions, and our * in the World. We muſt 
5 not 
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daiot at any time burthen our ſelves with diſtraQting(Þ” Frut! 
Mat. 6. what we ſhall eat, and what we ſhall drink, andy in an) 
25. wit hal we all be clothed; but caft this Care upon | furmiſ 
1 Pet. 5.7. and depend upon him to care for us. We muſt nf 5? 
the worſt of times torment our ſelves with amazini Hop! 
as if every thing that threatens ns muſt needs mn pan do 
and every freſh Gale would be a Storm preſenthy; Newer 
as if every Mole. hill of Difficulty in our way wel that 
inſuperable Mountain. How black ſoever things| and ou 
and how low {cever we are brought, we muſt} The 
low our ſelves in fearing more than there is Cauſe, Its, Þ? 
more than is meet; we muſt not frighten our | pendant 
with the Creatures of our own Imagination, nor H Are; 
our Fears to diſquiet our Minds, and deprive us df Ey. 
Government and Injoyment of our ſelves, to dan th, th 
Joy in God, to diſturb our Communion with him, And 
diſcourage our Dependance on him. ntraſt 
But when Fear weighs down the Balance on thH Pe 
let us endeavour to Keep it even, to keep it from perit 
ing into Deſpair, by maintaining a holy Confidend" the 
| God, even as to our outward Affairs; and whe the L 
are warn'd to get ready for the worſt, yet we mul the C 
Hope the beſt. Hope that things are = bad x the 
ſeem to be, that they will not be ſo bad as the Cate 
fear'd to be; and that in due time they will be unto | 
than they are: And let this Hope Keep our Head; whe 
Water, when we are ready to ſink into Deſpair; let fore 
42.5. able us to check our ſelves for being coſt down and aff 
' ered; for as bad as things are, if we hope in Gul 

„ EO 
1. Hope in God's Power : Be fully aſſur'd o 
that how ij-1ninent ſoever the Danger is, he can pa. 

it, how great ſoever the Straits are he can extric 
out of them; can find out a way for us in an unti 
Wilderneſs, and open Springs of Water to us in! 
and barren Land; for with him zorhing is impoſſbl 
is his Arm ever Horten d, nor his Wiſdom vun 
Let us honour God by a firm Belief of his On 
tence; Lord, if thou wilt thou canſt make me wholt, 
canſt make me clean, thon canſt raile me up from! 
Eſtate, and raile up Friends for me when I am ml 
torn ; by truſting in him as a God all-ſufficient 
Creatures fail, and whom we may 7ejo:ce in as the 
ef our Salvation, tho the Fig-tree do not bloſſom, and! 


— 


N 


parti 
n the 
an e 
t the 
me! 
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n Fruit in the Vine. The murmuring Hraelites did 


40 in any thing affront God ſo much as in ſay ing, Can 


WU furnſp a Table in the Wilderneſs ? Can he give Bread Hl. 5 B. 1g. 

? As if any thing was too hard for the Lord. OY 
Hope in his Providence, and believe not only that 
Mar do any thing, but that he doth do every thing, and Ts 
'Witever the Event is, God doth therein perform the Iob 23.14 
we that is appointed for us; and takes Cognizance of 5 
nd our Affairs, how mean and deſpicable ſoever we 


0 The Great God hath all Hearts in his hand, their 
WA Prts particularly that you have Dealings with and 
Pendance on. The Ships on board of which your Ef. 


5 


szre, tho' they are afar off upon the Sea, are under H. Cf. $. 
I's Eye, and he is the Confidence of all the Ends of the 
F:/, the remoteſt Plantations where your Concerns. 
And ſhall not that God who governs the World, 
ntruſted with the Diſpoſal of your Concerns? — 
opein the wfual Method of Providence, which ſets 
perity and Adverlity one over againſt the other, and 
n the Ebb is at the /oweft, makes the Tide to turn, 
the Day to dawn, when the Night is at the darkeſt, 
the Glory of Providence to help the Helpleſs, to 
the Poor out of the Du, and bring back even from 
Gates of Death; to breathe upon dry Bones, and 
Junto them, Live. Let this incourage us to hope, 
when things are at the worſt they will mend, and 
Wefore as in the Heights of Proſperity we mult rejoice 
we rejoiced not; ſo, in the Depths of Adverſity we 
It weep as tho we wept not. Non fi male, nunc & olim 5 
it. God uſeth to comfort his People according toe 
time that he has afAifted them. 7 f 
Hope in his Pity and tender Compaſſions, which 
e Day of your Grief and Fear you are to look upon 
r ſelves as the proper Objects of. The Text directs 
particularly to hope in his Mercy; we mult depend 
ma the Goodneſs of his Nature for that which we have 
un expreſs Promiſe for. Let this ſilence our Fear, 
tthe God in whoſe hand our Times are, is gracious 
merciful, doth not afiitt willingly, nor grieve the Lan. 5. 
laren of Men, much leis his own Children, but when 31 32. 
re is Cauſe, and when there is Need, and therefore 
vor always chide, will not contend for ever; but tho 
aujſe Grief he will have Compaſſion. We may with a 
188d Aſſurance fall into the hands of the Lord (and 
1 1 FWhole- 


Pl. 2 7.10. 


whoſeſoever Hands we fall into, they are his Hani 
we know that his Mercies are great, and thoſe that 
in them ſhall find them ſo. | 


2 Dread of, or to give us that particular Comfi 
nothing ſhall harm them who are Followers of him; 
(which js enough to ſilence all our Fears) that thi 
and Comforters we have in this World, yet they 


1 in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, from Divine Comfort 


this Caution againſt Deſpondency of Spirit unde 
commend a believing Hope for the balancing and 


them as an Anchor of the Soul, to keep them feed 


but have little to begin with, have many Difficulti 

2 break through, and aye Very diffident of your o- 
derſtanding, be not diſcourag' d, but hope in God's 
c. Your Friends are few, unable to help you, u 


perhaps forſaken you. Know then that you ar 
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pendan 
amazi 
| 1 in G 

4. Hope in his Promiſe, that Word of his upon Mit is 3 
he hath cauſed us to hope, and which we have i gene, 
Reaſon in the World to build upon; for not one Muuſt . 
Tittle of it ſhall fall to the Ground, Tho! he hatifiþof thy 
promis'd to deliver us from that particular Evil weh; bu 
'd to 
ſome! 
14 Sh 
only | 
of yo 
n yo! 
t let n 


* 


Succeſs we are defirous of, yet he hath promis 
that all things ſhall mork together for good to then 
Calamities may ſeparate us from the deareſt Con 
never be able to ſeparate us from the Love of God, 


the Divine Comforteee rt. 
And now who is there here that ſtands in na. 


couraging Events, and to whom it is ſeaſonable n 


cing of their diſtruſtful Fears? Let them apply ti 
themſelves, and make uſe of the Hope recommend 


1. You that are beginning the World with Feat 
Trembling, that are humble and honeſt and dil 


kind and regardleſs of you: Father and Mother 


particular Care of Providence, which uſeth to eur « 
the Outcafts , and provide even for young Ravens, | 
they are deſerted, Truſt in the Lord therefore all 
good, ſo ſhalt thou dwell in the Land, and tho” thou b 
feaſted, yet verily thou ſhalt be fed. Tho' the Begiſd to 
be ſmall, the latter End may by the Bleſſing de we 


greatly increafe, and a little one may become a thouſagounc 


2. You that have Concerns that lie at hazard, Wat it 
ger at Sea, or of being a Prey to the Enemy, tha at t 
Debts ia bad Hands, or dear Relations that * cceſſ 


HopE and FEAR balancd. 
endance upon, or delight in, in peril; give not way 
"amazing Fear, that Fear which has Torment, but 


t is gone; and when it is gone, yet give not up all 
zone, as long as you have the good Providence of God 


2 fight, or, Iſhall one day periſh by the Hand of 
4 but wait on the Lord, and be of good Courage, re- 


nis ſometimes told that the Merchants are in pain for 


rut to. Say not as David in his haſte, I am caſt 


d to welcome his holy Will, whatever it be. We 


* 
my 
22 


in God's Mercy. Give not up any thing for gone, 


m zn a Ship, ſuch a Fleet. You think at ſuch a time, 


of your Pain. And what if that News never come? 
n you condemn your ſelves to a lafting Uneaſineſs. 


eaſy, whatever the Event be: Commit your way 


d by a penitent Reſignation z and then let. your 
oghts be eftabliſhed. EE, 55 


ich bringeth low and raiſeth up. As Job's Troubles 


| his Return to his former Splendor is a Warning to 
ullipe in Adverſity not to deſpair. You krow not what 
OWN 


only the News of their ſafe Arrival that will put you 


St let me recommend that to you, which will make 


God by a believing Prayer, and ſubmit your Will to 


. You that by the Providence of God are from Ful- 
reduced to Straits, have met with Loſſes which you 

Wak can never be repair'd, and conclude you ſhall ne- 
ſee a good Day again, but are undone to all Intents 

* Purpoſes; do not give way to theſe deſponding 
oughts, but hope in the Mercy of God, that Mercy 


a Warning to thoſe in Proſperity not to be ſecure, 


ter Times you may yet be reſerv'd for, as Job was, Job qr: 


14'sPole latter End God bleſſed more than his Beginning, 12. 


1, 0 
ger 
are! 


or the Third, I come now briefly to ſhew how the 


biick Concerns, both thoſe of the Church abroad, and 


> all lay them near our Hearts, as Members of t 
to the Honour and Kingdom of its Great Head. 


ound among Men, and not loſe the ground it has; 
it it may prevail and rule in its Power and Purity; 
It the Bounds of the Church may be enlarg'd by the 

cceſſion both of Jews and Gentiles to it; that the 
V ä Breaches 


lance muſt be kept even between Hope and Fear as to 


our own Nation. Are not the Concerns of the Church 
Nad our Concerns? They ought to be fo. I 1 
e 


at Body, and hearty Well-wiſhers to its Intereſts, 


ewe not in care that the Chriſtian Religion may get 


22 


that the Ordinances of Chriſt adminiſter'd accox 


Iſa. 4. 5. 


Jer. 29. 7. that we have Peace or Trouble. Is it not our Cong 


without fail be i Canaan preſently ;, at other til 


we ſhould think the Sun would never ſhine out 2 


Zion, and upon her Aſſemblies ? 


vernment flouriſh ; that the publick Peace andT 
quility be continued; that Juſtice be duly adminiſk 


advanc'd; that the Trade be protected and incres 
but above all that the Proteſtant Religion be tranſt 


warks erected againſt Popery may be ſtrenpthn 


_ Concern, that our Eyes ſhould till ſee our Teach 
and that they ſhould not again be removed into Corn 
nor our religious Aſſemblies broken up and ſcatte 


vrhile we injoy Peace and Liberty at preſent, be inc 
about the continuance of them; and in our Proſp 


ve mult endeavour fo to fear the worſt, as not to g 


dliſpirited. 


very chagrin, more than there is Cauſe, and to 


into Egypt again. This hour we ſoar, and if the W 
turn, next hour wein; as if when the Sun ſhins! 


HFopk and FEAR balanid, 
Breaches of it may be heal d, by the pouring out 
Spirit of Love and Charity upon all that belongy 


id have 
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to the Inſtitution of them may ever be 168 0 
and upon that Glory there may ever be a Defeng 
Cloud created by Day, and the ſhining of a flaming 
by Night, both upon every Dwelling Place of | 


The Land of our Nativity ought in a particular 1 
ner to be dear to us; for in the Peace or Tronh 


that the Power and Influence of the Nation abroy 


ed pure to thoſe that ſhall come after us; that thel 
that Atheiſm, Infidelity, and all Jniguity, may ben 
to ftop their Mouth; that the Form of Godlineſs may 


be the Beauty of the Nation, and the Power of iti 
ever rule in Mens Hearts and Lives? ls it not 


If it be, we cannot but look forward with Concern, 


there cannot but be a Mixture of Hope and Fear, 1 
ſecure, and ſo to hope the beſt, as not to deſpond d 
The truth is, we are very apt at ſome times, w 
ſecond Cauſes ſmile a little, to be very ſanguine, ab 
what there is reaſon for, and to conclude, that wel 


when things go not juſt to our mind, we are apt 00 


clade that we ſhall without remedy be hurried 


ſhould think it would never rain, and when it 


Hort and FEAR balanc'd. 
Ut « d have we not liv'd long enoug h in this World to be 


een ſeen our ſelves diſappointed both in the one and in 

well as we hoped, nor fo ill as we fear d; fo that we 
ge ſurely at length learn'd by Experience, that it is 
tr Wiſdom and Intereft, as well as our Duty, to keep 
Balance even between Hope and Fear. 
Firft, We have always reaſon to keep up a Holy Fear 
to publick Affairs, and to be apprehenſive of Trouble 


ſe have no reaſon even then when we dwell peaceably, 


% Wthe Men of Hrael in Solomon's time, to dwell careleſty, | 
al of reaſon to be thankful for it, that we are a hap- 
people; we have long been bleſsd with Peace 
Wd Plenty at home, and with Victory and Suc- 
6 abroad; we live under a very good Government, 
Thich ſeeks the Welfare of our People, ſpeaking Peace to 


of the Means of Grace, and there has been none to 
Heaven, when that of other Nations has been dry; 


Sas been ary EEE ooh 5 
Fohall England then ſay, I fit as a Queen, and ſhall ſee 


aſon to be ſo; for, 


s abound among us, notwithſtanding the Teſtimo- 


ur'd, his Day profan'd, his good Creatures abus'd to 


Feſormatiog branded as legal Ingrifirions, and their 
3 „ 85 ptous 


em d both of thoſe Hopes and thoſe Fears? having 


other; and in the iſſue things have proved neither 


ore us, even then when things look moſt promiſing. 
. ud 
the Men of Laiſh. It is true, and we have a great 7. 


their Seed; we have long ſitten every one under his 
n Vine, and under his own Fig tree; we have long in- 
yd the free Exerciſe of our Religion, and great Plen- 


Sorrow? By no means. Happy isThe Man that {till _ 

Veth, as David, whoſe Fleſh trembled for fear of God, pf, 119. 
notwithſtanding the many Mercies he had received x20. 

om him, was afraid of his Judgments, And we have 


. We are a provoking People. Atheiſm and Profane- 


23 


Wake us afraid: Our Fleece has been wet with the Dews 


ie theirs alſo has been wet with Showers of Blood, 


es dorn againſt them, and the Endeavours us'd to ſup- 
eſs them, Vice is become faſhionable and epidemical : 
I Fleſh have corrupted their Way ; the whole Head 
R, the whole Heart Joins How is God's Name diſho- 


uxury and Exceſs; and how doth the unclean Spirit 
"ge through the Land! Liberty to fin has been 
Weaced for as Chriſtian Liberty, and the Societies for 


g. 18. 


ir 
1 


In 
ne: 
i 


. 
I 


WR Jer. 9. 9. 
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Prayers and Tears, things look very ill indeed. f 


„ the cople of theſe Abominations, what may we en 


us For our Religion ſenſibly conſumes, and a Cn 
tion may be as fatal as a Stab, Thoſe may be of ay 


Juſt cauſe to fear the worſt; for what can be expel 


brought to Deſolation? Tis our Enemies Policy to 
vide us, and our Sin and Folly to ſerve their Deſig 
our Miſunderiandings one of another, and D:ſaffei 
one to another, when we might countermine and! 
eat it by our mutual Love and Charity. For the] 
font of our Reuben there cannot but be grearT houghti 
Searchings of Heart among all that are concern 
the Publick Welfare. We are in danger of being! 
p by the Heats in our own Boſoms, and broken ton 
by the Blows we give one another: And who can 
think will be our Deliverers, if we be thus our omm! 
 Rtroyers ? . Re, 


threatning, nor the Difference of Practice accorcdill 
a Mind, and good Men will not act againſt their | 


management of our Differences, our uncharin 
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pious Endeavours oppos'd, inſulted, and ridulkg fre 
Rind fall not God vifit for theſe things + Sal un We, 


er, Ol 
be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? How can a Pl Hei 
that hate to be reform d, hope tobeſav'd? Pumor 
The great Decay of ſerious Godlineſs among Mach 

that rum not with others to an Exceſs of Riot, is lh ha 

a very threatning Symptom. If thoſe grow mot dev. 
ſolent that are filling the Meaſure of the Nation; {hou 
by the Wickedneſs: and at the ſame time thoſe gies tr; 
more cold and remiſs, that ſhould empty it dy tYauſe 


3. (3 


woefully do the Profeſſors of this Age degenerate iþulat 
the Zeal and Strictneſs of their Predeceſſors! Andi and 
is the Corruption of the riſing Generation in manyſſhted ? 
miljes, that there is reaſon to fear a further Dege@urch 
cy. And if thus we grow worſe and worſe, what willkrfar: 
come of us at lat? If thus, as-Ezra ſpeaks, the Whme 
Seed m de themſelves witn, and conform themſeuq Fiel 
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but that God ſhould be angry with us till he bath con 


ligion, that are of no Religion. BY 
2. We are a Divided People, and our Diviſions 


but that a Kingdom divided againft it ſelf ſhoult 


It is not ſo much the Difference of Sentiment thi 
that Sentiment: I never expect to ſee all wiſe A 


ment: But that which doth us the Miſchief is the 


1 
0 


Hopk azd FEAR balancd, = oy 
dinfenſures one of another, and Reflections one upon ano- 
mu er, our Heats and Animoſities and Party-making, to 
Deſtruction not only of Chriſtian Charity, but of 
mmon Friendſhip and good Neighbourhood, The 
each ſeems wide as the Sea, which cannot be heaPd, 

| what will be in the End hereof? If we thus bite 
[ devour one another, what can be expected, but that Gal.s. 15. 
ſhould be conſum'd one of another? While our Ene- 
es triumph in our Diviſions, it becomes us to tremble 
Wzuſe of them. 6V„v„! Lo 
. God has told us, that i the World we fhall have 
Phulation: all the Diſciples of Chriſt muſt count upon 
ind not flatter themſelves with Hopes of an uninter- 
ated Tranquility any where on this fide Heaven. The 
Wurch is here Ailitant, its State in this World is a 
fare e If it retire ſometimes into Quarters of Re- 
ſhment, yet it muſt expect to be drawn out into 
Field again next Campaign: If it have its Inter- 
Ws of Peace, thoſe are intended as Breathing Times, 
Wt it may recruit and gather Strength for an Encoun- | 
with another Trouble. Once we read that theLand _ 
Iſrael had Reft fourſcore Tears; but we never read Judg. 3. 0 
erwards that it had ſo long a Reſpite. We are in a 1 
Widerneſs, and we mult expect to fare no better than 
Church in the Wilderneſs did, which tho' ſometimes Acts 7.38. 
itca'd where there were 12 Wells of Water, yet pre. Exod. 13. 
tly was where there was zo Water to drink; and 27> 
en it removed from the Wilderneſs of Sin, the Cloud — 163. 
It was their Guide led them to the Wilderneſs of Num. 10. 
ran; but ſtill they were in a Deſart Land, where 12. 
he Md, tho' he led them about, yet inſtructed them. Let 
g People of God never expect, till they come to Hea- 
2r00ÞÞ to be ont of the reach of Evil, and therefore never 
ng ect to be perfectly quiet from the Fear ol it. 1 
to Far be it from me to ſuggeſt any thing that may 
can Fate diſquieting Jealouſies ; all that I aim at in men- 
omg theſe Grounds of Fear, is, that hereby we may 

td our Duty, ee ono 

t thi. Let us in conſideration hereof fir up our ſelves to 
rain, and to wreſtle with God in Prayer, S the turning 


« * 
—— 


May of the Judgments, which our own Sins, and the 

ir Jilice of thoſe who are the Enemies of our public 

the ice, threaten us with. Jacob fear'd Eſau his Brother, Ge n 2 
ar then pray d, Deliver To I pray. thee, from him 11. 


e Hors and Fear balancd. 
2 Chr. 20. Jehoſhaphat fear'd, and then ſet himſelf to ſeek the i. r 
3. and proclaim a Faſt. Whatever are the Grounds qi 4 


Fear, We know God can remove them; he can 
Rom, 11. aw a/ Ungoalineſs from Jacob, and then he comes d- 
26. Redeemer to Zion. „ Wo 
e Let not our Prayers for the Church of God, ani 
our own Nation, degenerate into a Formality, nor | 
grow cuſtomary in them, as if it were only for faſhion 
that we pray'd for the Queen and the Government, 
Preſervation of the Proteſtant Succeſlion, and the 
ſperity of the Nation and its Allies, and (as ſome i 
drink Healths to theſe) only for a Complement, || 
| leſt ſome that join with us in Prayer, however inq 
Parts of the Service they think themſelves ſome 
concern'd, when we come to that, grow rem 
indifferent, as if that were nothing to them; wha 

our Lord Jeſus has taught us before we pray for our 
Bread and the Pardon of our Sins, to pray for thelf 
ſperity of his Church, that his Name may be ſanti 
his Kingdom may come, and his Mill be done. Wh 
therefore not only join heartily with our Miniſte 
Prayer for the Church of God, and for the Nation, 
let each of us in our Families and Cloſets be Int 
ſſeors with God for publick Mercies ; let us ſtand i 
Iſa. 62, Gap to turn away his Wrath, and give him no Re 
Bos he eftabliſh, till he make Jeruſalem a Praiſe in the x 
2, Let us in conſideration hereof do what we d 
prevent the Judgments that threaten us, by a 
Reformation of Heart and Life, and by contributing 
we can in our Places to the Reformation of others. \ 
| fer. 18, God ſpeaks concerning a Nation, to JOE up, and i 
7,8. down, and to deſtroy, its turning from Sin is the it b 
woa y tofave it from Ruin, and that is a ſure way. 
Job 22. the [land of the Innocent that is deliver'd by the Pu 
30. of their Hands, Let this Charity to the Public bi 
= home, Let every Hraclite, as once every Ninevitt 
Jon. 3. 10. from his evil Way ;, and then who can tell but God vi 
return and repent, and leave a Bleſſing behind him? 
ler not this Charity e%d there; let us appear i 
Lord's fide ; let us act in defence of injur'd Vir 
deſpiſed Godlineſs, and do our utmoſt in Humili 
Sincerity to put Vice and Profaneneſs out of cal 
Nance. And if we thus return to God ih a way of Wi 
no doubt he will return to us zz 4 way of Mercy, ! 


better to us than our Fears, ji 
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= 3, Being warn'd of a Deluge coming, let us provide 


an pair. Noah did not; he knew the Deluge ſhould 
nes t be a final Deſtruction of Mankind, but that there 


and 


own'd : he knew alſo that it ſhould go well with him, 
his Family. With this Hope he incourag'd him- 
f; but being warn d of God concerning it, he was 

ed with Fear, and made proviſion for it; he walked 
Eh God, and they that do ſo are ſure to be hid in the 


Walelf oed in it. Chriſt is our Ark, God has pre- 
din him a Refuge for all thoſe that flee to him, and 


Widences of your Intereſt in Chriſt clear and uncloud- 


ap a Treaſure of Comforts and Experiences; make 
Name of the Lord your ſtrong Tower, his Attri- 
Ws, his Promiſes your Sanctuary, into which yo 
run and be ſafe, in which you may reſt and be 
V „C 

Wecondly, Whatever Cauſe we may ſee to fear, yet 


hear of the threatning Powers and Policies of our 


ces aflitted, toſſed with Tempefts, and not comforted; 
F \dverſiries many and mighty, her Helpers few and 


WF Tait for the Morning, and when the Night is long 


Wb 75, and hope the beſt concerning that which ſpall be. 


hat they may not prevail to diſturb our Communion 


cordingly : Let not the Warning make us deſpond and 


and then welcome the Will of God, nothing can 


TW ve muſt keep up a good Zope, as to publick Affairs. 


27 


ould be another World after that which was to be 


By if the Lord's Anger, to be hid either in Heaven, Teph. 2.3. 
under Heaven, He prepared an Ark, and then was 
e ſhelter in him when a Deluge comes. Preſerve the 


ud your Hopes of Eternal Life firm and unſhaken 5 | 


ies, the Heads and Horns of the Dragon, that Rev. 12, 
es War with the Lamb, Wie ſee the Church in many 3. 


% dle; yet let not our Faith and Hope fail: It is Day, _ 
the h it be cloudy and dark, and at Evening time it all be Zech. 14. 
t, Let Iſrael hope in God, and wait for him, as thoſe 7. . 


eloomy, do as Paul's Mariners did, caſt Anchor, and agg 27. 
Joer the Day. Let us learn to make the beſt of that 29. 


et our Hopes always be ſuch a Check upon our Fears, 


Ih God, to fop the Mouth of Prayer, and weaken the 
milde of honeſt Endeavour. Hearken not to the foo- 

f a Surmiſes of Danger, nor be put into a fright by evil 
122 Say not a Confederacy, to whom this People jhall Jay tf, 8. 11, 


„ Fr federacy, neither fear ye their Fear, nor be afraid, 12. 
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—__. ſtop the Current of God's Favou: «, yet as for our] 
greſrons he ſhall purge them away, and that great O 


28 


Neh. +: 
11, 14. 


Ila. 51. 
1. 


Pl. 96.30, 
. Ala. 7. 4. 


. 


Fl. 112. 


1 
fra 


— 


Creatures, they riſe or fall as ſecond Canles Ii 


ready to deſtroy, you forget the Lord your Make, 


you would look with Contempt upon Senacherth| 


can make even their Wrath to praiſe him, and 1 
the Remainder of it 3 and therefore rake heed au 


_ _Hopx. and FEAR balanc'd. 
bat make God your Fear and your Dread. The mor 
are govern'd by the Fear of God, the leſs we ſh 
diſturb'd by the Fear of Man. Nehemiah incor 
the Builders of the Wall with this, when they were 
rounded with Enemies, who deſign'd to come in tis us « 
among them, and ſlay them, and cauſe the Work ton 
Be not afraid of them, remember the Lord which ui 
and terrible, greater and more terrible to them 
they can be to us, and who will ſhew himſelf above Hebor 
in that thing wherein they deal proudly. When yo no 
continually every day, as if the Oppreſſor in his Fm ¶ whic 


3 


7 0 


his Dominion over all, and the Dependance of ef 
Creature upon him; which if you had a due regat 


felf, and would fay, Where is the Fury of the Oppreſ 
Let me prevail with you at this day to zucouraye 
ſelves in the Lord your Cod as to public Affairs. 

we fear our own Sins, leb us hop: in God's Mero; 
tho' our Iniquities prevail again, us, and threataſſunmg 


being remov'd, his Favours ſhall have a free cout nh 
83 Tho the Deſigns of our Enemies be laid! 
0 deep, and their Hopes rais'd never fo high, 74 


* 


quiet, fear not, neither be faint-hearted, but hope 
things will end well at laũt. 
There are three things which may incourage 

Hope, and keep the Balance even againſt all our f 
es to the Concerns both of the Proteſtant Chut 
abroad, and gur own Nation, | 
1. The Word which God hath ſpoken to us; N 
(whatever other Props our Hopes may be ſupporteaſ 
is the great Foundation on which they muſt be 
and then they are fx'd. If our Hopes be ground 
the Promile, and our Expectations guided by ih! 
are as the Houſe huilt on the Roch; and the Heart! 
lupport=d by them zs eſtabliſſ d and cannot be mi 
Si frattus illabatur orbis, impavidum ferient n 
Tho? the Earth be removed, yet will not we fear. 
if our Hopes be founded on the Ability and Agel 


4+ * of 
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un; as the Ship upon the Water, which is higher or 
er as the Tide ebbs. or flows. . The Stocks are as the 
ws is; and then every Turn of the Wheel other: 
We than we would have it, ſhakes our Hopes, and 

ds us of the Comfort of them,” Be perſwaded there- 
Je to hope for what, God nas promis'd, according to 
rue Intent, and full Extent of the Promile, and 
zuſe he has promis'd it, and that Hope ſhall be an 


© # „ 


Wchor of the Soul ſure and ſted fa ſt. 
Is not this the Word which God hath ſpoken, and 
WT which he hath caus'd us to hope? That the K ing 
0 of the Worid fall become his Kingdoms: That Chrift 
have the Heathen given him for his Inheritance, and 
Ends of the Earth ſpall ſee his Salvation. Hath he 
t ſaid that the Min of Sin ſhall be eanſum'd, the My: 
ry of Iniquity unravel'd, and that the N. w Teſta: 
nt Babylon ſhall fink like a Milſtone into the mighty Wa 
5? Bath he not ſaid, that the Day will come when _ 
rds fall be beaten into Plomſhar es, and Spears inte 
Wning-hooks, when the Wolf and the Lamb ſpall lie com 1 
ether, and there ſhall be none to hurt or deftroy in als 
Obi Holy Mountain? Hath he not ſaid, that for the u- 
-outifſſon of the Poor, and the Sighing of the Needy, he will 
id ie, and ſet them in ſafety from thoſe that puff at them ? , 
yet at the Rod of the Wicked ſhall not always reſt on the "- 

re he Righteous, but the Year of the Redeemed will Come, 
al the Tear of Recompences for the Controverſy of Lion? 
ope ch he not laid, That a Seed ſhall ſerve Chrift, which 

| be accounted to him for a Generation That the Name 
rage Crit ſhall endure for ever, and that the Church is built 
ir In a Rock, and the Gates of Hell ſhall never pr evail | 
7 oo ĩ 
IIhis, and a great deal more to this purpoſe, he hath 
d; and he 3s not a Man that he ſhould lie, nor the Son 
eat Man that he fhould repent, Hath he made the Pro- | 
de ile, and ſhall he not make it good? In this therefore _ 
ndiſt us truſt, in this let us triumph, God hath ſpoken in his Fl. 60.6, . 
it, elineſs, he hath given me his Word for it, and then d 
t trill rejoice, I will divide Shechem, Gilead is mine, Ma- 
mich mine It's all my own as far as the Promiſe goes, 
lich we muſt not ſo much as ftlagger af 
. #2 The Work which God has begun among us. We 
gend de reaſon to hope in God's Mercy, for the Intereſt 
ſnipat lies ſo much upon our Hearts, even on of pt 

| 3 . 
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Religion among us, is the Intereſt of God's on 

doom, which he hath ſet up among us, and willy 

££.138.8, fore keep up: It is the Work of his own Hands, 

TEE Co, e 

Things are not ſo bad, but bleſſed be God, thy 

ſome hopeful favourable Symptoms in our Caſe 

none more ſo, than the National Teſtimonies thy 

born againſt Atheiſm and Infidelity, and the threy 

 Growthof Deiſm, Socinianiſm, and Scepticiſm u; 

us: The Complaints that are juſtly made of the 

nation of the Lord's Day, and the Contempt caſit 

the Scripture and Divine Inſtitutions ; of the wiel 

Corruption of Manners, and the Influence which 

Profaneneſs of the Stage has upon it. When theſet 

Kare repreſented as the real Grievances of the Ny 

Er. 10. 2. and lamented accordingly, ſurely now there is Hy 

Es _ concerning this thing, and we may rejoice in 
EY „„ „ OO a TED | Ds 

I truſt God has among us a Remnant of praying] 

ple, a Remnant that hold faſt their Integrity, and! 

an Eye to them God will continue to ſave us, and 

perfect what he has wrought. We may ſafely 1 

as Hamai's Wife doth for the perfecting of the Ri 

_ Efth.6.r3., our Enemies; I Mordecai be of the Seed of the 

| If the Cauſe be God's, as certainly it is, before 

before which thou haſt begun to fall, thou ſhalt not, 

canſt not prevail, tho thou ſtruggle never ſo hard, 

halt ſurely, ſhalt irrecoverably fall before him an . 

And we may alſo argue as Manoah's Wife doth fat ildin 

Judg. 13. preventing of our own Ruin; F the Lord had hn Sh 

23. pleaſed tokill us, he would not as at this time have ji 

i s ſuch things as theſe. As for God, his Work is 

Ika. 66.9. fect : If he bring to the birth, he will cauſe to bringh 

3. The Wonders which he hath wrought for us. W 

were are incouraging our ſelves with Hapes that 

IIa. 26. 12. will ordain Peace for us, becauſe he has wrough 

Works in us; yet this is diſcouraging that there are! 
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3 Difficulties in the way, which we think can nete 
PI. 77. r. got over. But let us then confider the former timts, 
member the Works of the Lord, and his Wonders of 
not only thule which our Fathers have told us % 
which we have ſeen in our own Days, whereby 
Work has been begun, carry'd on in a ſurprizing 


ig 


and by Events which we locked not for. 


Hor and Fear balanced. 
then God had begun to deliver J/ael out of Egypt, 


Vn | 
ill conduct them to Canaan by Miracles, he expected 
s, oft in their Straits they ſhould depend upon him ſtill 


nork Miracles for their Relief, and was diſpleaſed at 
Sir Unbelief if they did not. God has begun to ſave 
Monders for us, rather than the Work he has done 
may be ſav' d by a Divine Prerogative, why may not 


. 


ngthen your ſelves in him; look upwards with 
your Hopes quicken your Prayers, let them keep 


in that way; let them quicken your Endeavours 
our places, to ſerve the Intereſts of God's Kingdom 


m ſilence your Fears, and make you always eaſy to 


nd that has laid the Foundations of his Church among 
will build upon thoſe Foundations, will in his own 


WW Shoutings, and we ſhall cry, Grace, Grace to it. 


tho not by Miracles, yet by Marvels, and thereby X 
incourag'd us to depend upon him that he will ſtill 


Wuld be undone again. If a mean and worthleſs Peo- 


ak and helpleſs People be ſav'd by a Divine Omni- 


ong us to the utmoſt of your Power; and then let 


ay and Time, in his own Method, and according to 
plan of his own Eternal Counſels carry on the 
ilding, till at length the Top: ſtone be brought forth Tech 
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te of good Courage therefore, and hope in Go d, has - 
ſhall yet praiſe him; ſtay your ſelves upon him, 


Kearfulneſs, and then look forward with Satisfaction. 


in the way of Duty, and inlarge your Hearts to 


Ir ſelves and thoſe about you. Comfort your ſelves 
| one another with this, that the ſame Almighty 
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